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 No comments yet. How long can it take? This entry was posted on Wednesday, May 1st, 2018 at 16:06 and is filed under
Uncategorized. You can follow any responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed.Insight: Foreign minister meets Israel’s

prime minister on the eve of talks aimed at resuming diplomatic ties. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and the top
Palestinian official have agreed on a plan to relaunch long-stalled Israeli-Palestinian peace talks, while the US said Thursday that

Secretary of State John Kerry would soon travel to the region to work towards an Israeli-Palestinian peace agreement. “After
intensive talks, we have an agreement that will lead to resuming negotiations,” Netanyahu told reporters. “We agreed to resume
negotiations… the details will be discussed in the coming days,” he said, after meeting Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas in

Jerusalem. Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas said in a statement that Israel had “responded positively” to the Palestinians’
proposals. “As a result of the negotiations, I will be meeting with the prime minister next week,” he said. Kerry was due to speak

with Netanyahu and Abbas during his first trip to the region since becoming secretary of state earlier this week. “This is an
historic day. I am confident that the parties will move forward in the days ahead to explore opportunities to achieve the goal of
two states living side by side in peace and security,” Kerry said in a statement. However, Abbas was expected to reject Kerry’s

offer and take Israel to the International Criminal Court over its settlement building on occupied Palestinian land, his
spokesman said. “We will not accept anything that is not connected to the 1967 borders, and we will not accept anything that
would weaken our national rights,” the spokesman said. Netanyahu and Abbas have agreed to restart negotiations after a two-
year hiatus, as Israel grapples with a diplomatic crisis over the increasingly thorny issue of settlements on occupied land in the

West Bank. “Israel has responded positively to the Palestinian invitation to resume direct negotiations,” the US State
Department said in a statement. The announcement comes after Netanyahu announced in a speech on Wednesday that his

cabinet was prepared to adopt a plan for land swaps that would, among other things, allow the return of land captured by Israel
in the 1967 82157476af
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